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\F THE THREAT OF THE MYSTERONS —TO KILL THE PRESIDENT Bl 5 BUT AT THE ORAF/ EMBASSY. 
OF ORAFI DURING HIS VISIT TO LONDON — {S$ CARRIED OUT, 

MASSIVE TROUBLE WILL ERUPT IN THE NORTH AFRICAN 

OIL STATES. CAPTAINS SCARLET AND BLUE THINK THE 

MYSTERONS MUST HAVE TAKEN 


AS AN ASSASSIN... 





CAPTAIN SCARLET 





MYSTERONISED BY CAPTAIN BLACK, THE POLICE GUARO SUDDENLY... : a 
PADS STEALTHILY ALONG SILENT CORRIDORS... 
UHH? WHAT ARE 
Ay le VOU DOING IN HERE...? 


WE DIO NOT CALL THE 
BRITISH POLICE. 


AT THE SAME MOMENT, LESS | i i 
THAN A MILE TO THE NORTH.. : & . f a ine, S 
WE'VE GOT TROUBLE ! 
AHHH! Bi ! 
MY HEAD! VY THE EMBASSY! 
MYSTERON, i IT'S GOT TO BE! 
ACTIVITY SL MY STARS...BLUE  Y 
J . WE'VE BEEN ON THE 
WRONG TRACK | i 





THE WILL OF THE 
MYSTERONS / 











BY WE WILL ; Y bat THERE 1S NO 
OF ALLAN | MUST ESCAPE FROM THE 
ESCAPE /HOW CAN AN AYSTERONS ( 
‘OLD MAN FIGAT SUCH, 
STRENGTH! 
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The seemingly quiet 
sun is the source of vio- 
lent explosions. 

The great eruptive 
prominence (left) of 
June 4, 1946 lasted two 
hours—the jet of incan- 
descent gas moves at 
over 400 miles per 
second. 

Solar flares, associated 
with prominences, are 
invisible but violent— 
they emit ultra-violet 
and short-wave radia- 
tion and high-speed par- 
ticles (cosmic rays). 
The radiation causes 
radio blackouts; the 
particles are potentially 
lethal to astronauts. 
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SECONDS PaSS AND A TRACKED 
VEHICLE APPROACHES... 


THIS. 1S OUTRAGEOUS. NOT USED TO COMPLYING 
WHY SHOULD 1 TAK WITH MILITARY ORDERS 
ORDERS FROM SOMEONE THE DOCTOR TAKES A 















DR.WHO HAS FINALLY MANAGED TO REPAIR 
THE TARDIS AND APPARENTLY DEFEAT THE 
‘TIME -LOROS’ INTENTION TO KEEP HIM EARTH- 









BOUND. BUT THE DOCTOR CELEBRATES HIS / CAN'T EVEN SE CHANCE YOU... 
TRIUMPH TCO SOON.,.WHEN THE TARDIS RE- ( HAVE BEEN 
MATERIALISES IN WHAT SEEMS TO BE THE WARNED. 









AUSTRALIAN DESERT...OFFERED NO ALTERNAT- DO AS YOU'RE 
7OLO AND NO HARM 
IVE BUT TO ABANDON THE TARDIS, HE COMES / 
ACROSS WHAT HE THINKS iS JUST ANOTHER EE COMERS, 
MILITARY ENCAMPMENT... BUT ONCE AGAIN... 





















THE VEHICLE SCREECHES TOAHALT ONA 
CONCRETE PAD... BUT THE DOCTOR'S 
JOURNEY HAS NOT ENDED. 






AS THE BUG RACES THROUGH THE 
COMPOUND GATES OR.WHO BEGINS 
TO REGAIN HIS SENSES... 



















..OOH MY 
HEAD, WHERE 
4M 10.2 


(YOU'RE THE ONE 


( WHO'S GOING TO ANSWER } = 
THE QUESTIONS. 








LINDFIELD 
© BBC tv 1971 _ 4 so . = J > WHAT'S THE HOLO-UP, & 
— JENKINS ? YOU SHOULO 
HAVE BEEN IN MY OFFICE 

O- 








AS ALICE ONCE SA/O 
‘THIS GETS CURIOUSER AND 
CURIOUSER .‘ SOPHISTICATED 
DEFENCE SYSTEM, RADAR 
CONTROLLED VEHICLES. _ 
y SOMETHING TELLS ME!'VE } 


THE GUARD ‘ , 

AT LAST THE VEHICLE COMES TO REST WHY, YOU KS - : WANDERED INTO B/S 

ANO THE GULL-WINGS FLY OPEN. MISERABLE LITTLE ) RUSES HIS HANG | ; l \ TROUBLE! 
TAL IBE RUNT.« INTO LIFE - w—— 


<= ; \ h ~ ‘ 
3 = , Hi ‘ THE ONLY 
/ , THING | MUST DO. 
re a Uf MY DEAR STEVENS, (S 
4 4 TO ENSURE NOTHING 
YOU MIGHT = C S Be HOLDS UDTHE PROVECT 
W PREF/X THAT REQUEST 2 2 Mm THAT WILL PUT MY NAME 


a’ WHEW! A CLOSE + ar oie 
WITH THE ‘PLEASE! SHAVE. NEARLY HAD TO we vous we 
TEACH THE BEAUTY SRY BOK 

LESSON IN VENUSIAN 


DR.WHO 1S QUICKLY USHERED INTO THE ee 
PRESENCE OF THE SSS 




































“THE ARROGANT 
FOOL...HEMUST BE \ 
) 








NOT MUCH POINT 
IN BLUSTERING, | MIGHT 
AS WELL PLAY A 
WAITING GAME. 





(| S7OPPEO OR EARTH IS 


A DEAD PLANET. 
L807 HOW. = 






WHERE a 7 
OID YOU FIN! MEANWHILE, 
NOT FAR AWAY DON'T BE ABSURD! 
IN THE GIANT FOR ME TO MAKE SUCH 
UNDERGROUND: 
COMPLEX...» 


WITH RESPECT, 
SIR...ALL I'M ASKING, 
1S A CHECK TO THESE 
FIGURES ON THE JUPITER 
PERTURBATION, 





INSIOE. 
DERIMETER 
THREE, SIP! 


PERIMETER THREE! 
BUT THAT'S IMPOSSIBLE 
WHERE DID HE COME 
FROM 2 OUT OF THIN 

AIR? 











ERN BLOCK'S 
SIBERIAN PROVINCE,.. 


BUT IN HIS HASTE JOE HAS LEFT 
HIS VISITING CARD. = 


Y WE HAVE AN ARMY OF \/ THERE ISA COMMON 
APPROACH TO THIS WORK." 
I THINK IT 1S THE BRAIN- 
CHILD OF A GENIUS HE 
HAS CREATED A 
SUPERMAN! 


SO THIS TINY 
T WILL MAKE 
IT POSSIBLE... WHO 
HAVE YOU IN MIND 
AS OUR JOSEPH 
NINETSKY ? 


AMOTORISED SLEDGE SPEE! 
THE SCENE OF DESTRUCTION. 


WEEKS GO BY ANOTIRELESSLY 
K AT OR. KRASKIE'S DEMAN™ . 


LATIV MANSK1...7HE WORLD'S FIRST meee 


MADE -TO- MEASURE GENIUS. WITH OUR 
INVENTION HE CAN BE PROGRAMMED 
- TO DO ANYTHING » 
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Od OY eee 


TOPE ME, YOU MUTTON HEAD: 


DASTARDLY M 


GENERAL SWE WAS CHASING Bi 
A BUTTERFLY! 










H | 
7 SZ [ 
VAAAAGH: S ‘ 
wears o go 








GOOD WORK.KLUNK! 
(TS SO SiMMPLE WHY 
DON'T 1 THINK OF IT 
BEFORE... TAKE OFF, 
~ MUTTLEY, 


ERK! LOOKS LiKE 
VEL BE SWiPzD WITH | 
MY MESSA 
LESS, 


W Ay, PLEASE, GENERAL! I'LL 
SV at TERR VOLUNTEER... FOR THE GLIARD 
ETO OE STAOY, MOUSE !AT LEAST I'LL BE SAFE 

hal Miser BEHIND BARS! 


7 CHING 
Ri IN, 
rr OASTAROLY ? FEELING 
Say \ A FEW IN YOUR STOMACH, 
NO DOUBT ! 





£1 and an answer for letter printed 
a =a 
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6 The dark hours 7 


to be an astronaut 


You have to. . 


A mechanical 


man? 


4 


Arm of a 
helicopter 


YOU ASK THE QUESTIONS— 
WE FIND THE ANSWERS 


Each week on this page I'll print letters, news items, 
puzzles, and pictures. Write in with your questions on 
any subject, scientific or mechanical—l'll try to answer 
the best ones but due to the volume of mail, | cannot 
answer every letter individually. 

Robin Hilborn, Assistant Editor 


Q Have any other astronauts died 
besides the cosmonaut Komarov 

Nina Datko 
Chelmsford, Essex 


in Soyuz 1? 


Unfortunately, yes, though not 

during a space flight. Astro- 
nauts Chaffee, Grissom and White 
died in a fire during a ground test 
of the Apollo capsule, in 1967. 
The first man in space, Yuri 
Gagarin, was killed in an airplane 
crash in March 1968; several 
American astronauts have also 
died during jet training flights. 
Astronauts do not lead a particu- 
larly safe life. 


Computer 


Q What is a parsec? 
Mark Aspinall 
Woodhurst, Sussex 


It is a distance of 3.26 light- * 


years, the distance at which a 
star has a parallax shift of one 
second of arc. Astronomers mea- 
sure the distances of the nearest 
stars (those within 150 light- 
years) by the method of trigono- 
metrical parallax. 

In this method, a star is 
observed over an interval of six 
months, when the earth is at 
opposite sides of the sun. Due to 
the earth’s motion, the star shifts 
against the background of more 
distant stars, and the greater the 
shift, the closer the star. The 
nearest star, Proxima Centauri, 
has a parallax shift of 0.8 seconds 


ADDRESS YOUR LETTERS TO: 
Think Tank, Countdown 
Polystyle Publications 
382-386 Edgware Road 
London W2 


“There's 
standing between you and a 
great career, Murphy!" 


Q Are the rings of Saturn solid? 
Jill Harvey 

Tottenham, London 

No. They are composed of 
millions of tiny particles of ice 

or rock which circle the planet 
like miniature satellites. The rings 


GQuOMXNIT NMOGLNNOD 


ouviem G 


o4y 242 yo puDd] § 


are less than ten miles thick. 


ms pra & seconds 
Homework (32 ie ° 


Man vs The Dinosaurs 
The next time you're at the i 


| 


singiitag ¢ own 


3 cinema watching the lat 

S prehistoric epic about primi 
c tive man versus the evi 

g inosaurs, remember 

$8 i films sometimes stretch the; 
Ee i truth a bit. 


The fact is, dinosaurs sud- 
denly died out at the end of | 
= the Cretaceous Period, 70 mil- 


2 





#lion years ago, probably be- ap 
= cause they couldn't adapt t m 
a gf ithe changing weather con-! 8 
S Editions (temperatures rose > 
tc 3 i 3 
as and there was much volcanic } S 
° o3 f activity and land formation). i 3 
> 22 i The earliest known man is : 
x =2 {Homo habilis (Handy Man) Me) 
; lived about two million © 
Zz o jee t 
£ years ago in Africa. 
a = Ue me eM mC Cm UCM wa fe oe thers: a ae could be a 
z They tell us that by the year 2000 computers will be solving i md 7. a eer ee ae 
UNM EMM Cee ena mittee mec) : OTH i, ae on Sere 
> have a computer in every home, just a terminal hooked up fo jollywood. 
o Bsve ACC ha Ce Sseenae nnenen . 
a z= 85 11-year-old Jimmy Hicks of Rugby, Warwickshire had a LINK WORD ANSWERS 
<2 Be chance to try out this system when his mother won £1,000- “ByaejsoBn, 
E seo worth of computer time in a recent contest: A computer ‘Kemion ‘uoepy owawy 
z BES terminal has been installed in their home and now Jimmy's ‘eueBIN ‘UWe}Ug sepIs 3yB) 
i ‘a ra 
= 3 Z3e maths problems are answered by a computer in Birmingham. cadez ‘yyByu ‘uyesy yoqos ‘s0}03 
0 3es = ueBuey '10390qQ 9 :epIs yey 
Beso 
O a3f233% 
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DURING TESTS OF A NEW AUTOMATIC 
GROUND CONTROL SYSTEM FOR 
THUNDERBIRD 3, HIGH-ENERGY RAD~ 
IATION CAUSED BY A SOLAR FLARE 
BOMBAROS THE SPACESHIP. WITH 
RE-ENTRY IMMINENT: ALAN TRACY 
HAS TROUBLE WITH HIS RADIATION 
SHIELD, AND IS KNOCKED OUT TRYING 
To FREE IT! NOW THE MASSIVE CRAFT 
IS TOTALLY IN THE HANDS OF INTER- 
NATIONAL RESCUE ON TRACY (SLAND! 





7F HIS APPROACH 
~/ SPEED ISN'T CORRECTED, 
THE G-FORCES WILL TURN 
HIM TO SELLY! BRAINS «+4 


“af, RE-ENTRY ZERO 
MINUTES FORTY 
SECONDS: MR.TRACY! 
CONTROL SYSTEM 


ON THE !.R. SATELLITE, 
THUNDERBIRD 5; JOHN 
TRACY'S EYES ARE RIVETED 
TO HIS MONITOR SCREEN.» 


NO REACTION 
FROM ALAN! HE'S 
STILL OUT COLD! 


ACTIVATING 
MAIN ENGINES... 


Now! 


VEE! THE RADIATION... Ni 
IT'S AFFECTING THE , 
MAGNETIC BEAMS 


( HOW'S THAT, 
BRAINS...?, 


Lipa 


DESIGNED TO ~ER- 
ACT WITHIN RADIATION 
CONDITIONS . BUT THE- 
AH— PARTICLES ARE 
BUILOING ! THEY'RE 
SPIRALLING DOWN THE 
BEAM STRAIGHT, 
TOWAROS US. 


MAIN SYSTEM'S 
DESTROYED: MR.TRACY! 
THUNDERBIRD THREE (S 

ON /MPACT TRAJECTORY! 
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ART: DON HARLEY 


THERE |S ONE CHANCE... A SECONDARY SYSTEM OF BY REMOTE CONTROL ,TWO ATTITUDE CONTROL, 
CONTROL ROCKETS BUILT INTO THE SPACESHIP! 7 JETS IGNITE...ATTHE LAST MOMENT: THE 
a HUGE CRAFT |S THRUST OUT OF ITS 
SUICIDAL, HEADLONG PLUNGE! 





THIS HAS GOT TO 
WORK,OR ALAN'S, 
HAO (7! 


Raa NO MORE -ER~ DANGER FROM, 
None ieens ) { S:FORCES: MR.TRACY! BUT THE 
? E\ RADIATION HAZARD REMAINS 


++.ACUTE, 




























DECAYING ORBIT 

Each passage through perigee 
(low point) reduces speed by 
atmospheric friction. The apogee 
(high point) decreases until the 
NS 


v0: 







y 


£ 
syat apngaae 
BA 0 





1323139, 


PARTS... AND 
THAT'LL TAKE TIME, 

SE Ht a 
Wi f 

z 1 CAN'T: MR.TRACY!S 

THE CONTROL SYSTEM 
Bhd a NEEDS -UH-MAJOR 
REPAIRS £ 





craft spirals through the atmos- 
phere and burns up. 











Z SHE'LL 
IN THE CASE OF THUNDERBIRD 3, THE FINAL RESULT ‘Be DOWN INTACT Maa. 


(S SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT. +. BUT WORSE ! j TRACY, BUT WITH THE 
FTA FORCE OF A NUCLEAR 


=ER- < = 80MB ! SHE COULD 
BURN ap. : meer = CAUSE TERRIBLE 
POLYARCANILIM OEVASTATION { 
HULL WILL - AH 


THE MAIN WAVE GUIOE NECESSARY FOR REBUILOING IS MORE RUN 
MANUFACTURED IN A SECRET INTERNATIONAL RESCUE ALAN'S LIFE AT 


SUBSIDIARY IN SOUTH AFRICA... STAKE.A CRASHDOWN 


ERBIRD TWO IN A POPULATEO AREA 
Peonrson {1M ON COULD KILL THOUSANDS!) 
MY WAY: FATHER} VRC. IF WE CAN'T 
BRING Hita DOWN; 

WE'LL DESTROY 


ATHREE SECOND SILENCE THAT 
SEEMS TO LAST AN ETERNITY... 
CAN 


you: 
THIS EQUIPMENT; 
BRAINS 2 IN TIME TO 
REGAIN CONTROL 
BELIEVE 
ME,MR.TRACY 
eee PLL TRYL 


WE'RE 
DEPENDING OW 
YOU: VIRGIL { 








Correspondent 
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FTER four months in the classroom, it's time for practical 
training. The astronauts learn how to cope if their spacecraft 


sinks in th: 





dropped by parachute into the ocean 


a. This is along series of tests in which they are 


id left in rubber dinghies to 





fend for themselves. A wayward capsule could land anywhere on 
earth, so the toughening-up process includes two-day desert treks 


with minimum survival equipment. 


A jungle survival training course was set up in the Panama Canal 
Zone. Sixteen astronauts were dropped into the jungle by helicopter 


and had to find their own way 
out. They built their own s! 
ters, made rafts, found edible 
jungle food and tested signalling 
equipment. They were armed 
with machetes and dressed in 
boots and long underwear, garb 
normally worn under pressurised 
space suits. H. Morgan Smith, 
chief of the Caribbean Air Com- 
mand Survival School, reported 
that the astronauts found the 
machetes indispensable tools in 
the jungle. 

The weightless conditions of 
outer space are the most difficult to 
simulate on earth. They can be 
reproduced in only two ways—in 
diving planes and under water. 
Astronauts get their first experience 





Above: Centrifugal force produced In a whirling centrifuge 
lates the g-forces of lift-off and re-entry. The same princi 


Astronauts Charles Conrad and 
Gordon Cooper examine an 
Improvised jungie hammock 
during survival training In the 
Panama Canal Zone. 
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used to make artificial gravity In a rotating space station. 
Below: Astronauts become temporarily weightless during flight 
over a parabolic arc. The floating spacemen are Edward White, 


Armstrong and James McDivitt. 





reste’? 


of zero-gravity in an aircraft which 
flies a series of up-and-over paths 
shaped like parabolas. The plane 
dives to gain speed, then points its 
nose up and follows a parabolic arc 
on which the forward thrust from 
the engines just matches the back- 
ward drag from air resistance. 





Each such arc gives only 30 seconds 
of weightlessness, so on each 
zero-g training flight the astronauts 
are put through about 30 loops. In 
these short spells they learn how to 
work and eat while floating upside 
down. 

To simulate the gravity forces of 
lift-off and re-entry (which can 
make a man weigh eight times nor- 
mal) the astronaut is whirled around 
in a centrifuge. The g-forces 
created are sufficient to distort the 
features of the face and, if sus- 
tained, cause total blackout. 

As the time of his first space 
mission approaches, training with 
simulators becomes the backbone 
of the astronaut's activity. 

The first spacecraft mock-up he 
goes to is called a part-task trainer. 
It consists of a cabin fitted with 
three-axis controls, an instructor's 
console, a bank of computers and 
“out-of-the-window" visual dis- 
plays. The displays are projections 
of the earth's surface which move 
precisely as seen through a real 
capsule window, reacting to every 
contro! command the astronaut 
makes. These are so realistic that 
some trainees have been seasick 
just watching the lurching conti- 
nents, 

But the part-task trainer soon 
loses its nightmare touch and 





becomes great fun. It's so popular 
that an astronaut with a few hours 
to spare will often ring up the 
instructor and ask for a flight in the 
trainer. 

Next week, come along on a 
space flight in which you never 
leave the ground. 





THAT MORNING, ROBIN JOHNS, A VOL 


ING MARK , JOHN 
ES HIS FAYOURITE SPORT 


DOWN TO ENJOY THE PEACE AND QUIE 


| 


> a) } THE M/ 
CHECK RIGHT =/ = NE 5 WUD BRING 
Away! é - 


EARTH DEFENCE, SKYDIVER 


THE ORDERS GOOUT [0 SHADO'S MAIN oe 


ENTERED EART 
AIMOSPHERE (N: 


¥ ONE 
OMTROL LF 


3 CAPTAIN, | 
HAVE UFO 
TRAJECTORY. 


HROUGH THE THICK 
BUT IT ISN'T SHADO WHO MAKES THE 
ING! 
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BEFORE LONG, GABRIEL;THE BATTERED 
WRECK FATHER UNWIN CALLS ACAR,IS. 
CHUGGING THROUGH NARROW GALE 
SWEPT LANES. 


NOW THEN, GABRIEL... 
DON'T PACK UP ON ME NOW. 
WE HAVE OUR WORK TO 


SA 


GIVE ME LAST 
HOUR COMFORT... 
THE BOOK — YOU 

MUST TAKE /T: DO 


LATER THE SAME MORNING AS HE WAS: 
PREPARING HIS SERMON, FATHER UNWIN 
SEES AN ENVELOPE STICKING OUT OF 
PROFESSOR HUMBERT'S 800! 


WHAT'S THIS? 


IN THE EARLY HOURS 
OF A OREAOFUL 
MARCH MORNING. 

A TELEPHONE BELL 
RINGS URGENTLY 

IN A DARKENED: 
COUNTRY VICARAGE..+ 


FATHER UNWIN'S SILENT 
PRAYER IS ANSWERED 
AND SOON..- 


MINUTES LATER PROFESSOR WILHELM 
HUMBERT PASSES PEACEFULLY AWAY... 





SORRY TO 
OISTURB YOU, FATHER 
UM AT THE HUMBERT 
COTTAGE. HE'S INA 
BAD WAY ANDO SEEMS 
DESPERATE TO 


SEE YOU. 


~ I'LL BE OVER AS 
QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE, 
DOCTOR. 


SO,MY OLD FRIENO... 
YOU WANT TO MAKE 
YOUR PEACE WITH 
600? 


FOOL ».. YOU 
KNOW ME BETTER 
THA 


OLO FRIENO: 
YOU'LL OVERTAX 
YOURSELF. 


FATHER UNWIN |f HE WASW'T EVEN A BELIEVER. FANCY 
RETURNS TO THE | GE77ING YOU OUT OF BED JUST TO 
GIVE YOU AN OLD BOOK. 


MRS. APPLEBY. Dii 
YOU SEE THAT MY OLD 


LOMAX HAS BEEN 
MADE MINISTER. 


WELL, BLESS MY SOUL! 
WAS POOR HUMBERT MAO... 
OR DOES /T REALLY WORK. 


ss Solcerteatshenssetmele aa 


AFTER A BRIEF PERUSAL OF THE PROFESSOR'S 
OPERATIONAL INSTRUCTIONS FATHER UNWIN 


SETS UP AN EXPERIMENT. [——————_— 


AFTER A SLEEPLESS NIGHT, FATHER UNWIN. 
MAKES A DECISION AND AT IO.30 NEXT 
MORNING ARRIVES IN WHITEHALL 


1M QUITE SURE SIR GEORGE WILL SEE ’ 
ME. TELL HIM FATHER UNWIN WANTS 
TO SEE HIM ON A MATTER OF 

NATIONAL IMPORTANCE . 


“NOT ANOTHER 
NUT SO EARLY IN 
THE MORNING . 


‘T'S ALMOS 


¥ 
Min BELIEVABLE... 
BUT HUMBERT WAS 
RIGHT; IN THE WRONG 
\\ HANOS [TCOULO BE 


ov 


AS THIRD SECRETARY 
Ltd SURE... 


/ WILL OPEN 
THIS PARCELONLY 
IN FRONT OF SIR 

GEORGE. 





IT WAS JUST AT THAT MOMENT HIS FIRST STROKE OF 
LUCK OCCURRED OR PROVIDENCE AS FATHER 
UNWIN PREFERRED TO CALL IT. 


DON'T GO FAR AWAY, MILLINGTON 
+++ / SHALL NEED YOU IN ABOUT 
AN HOUR MAYBE LESS. 


AND PROVIDENCE 
CONTINUES TO 
SMILE ON THE 
GOOD FATHER 


SOMEHOW | THINK 
SIR GEORGE WILL 
SOON BE GLAD TO 

SEE ME. 


ROW OF PRIVATE GARAGES BEHIND THE 
MINISTRY. -« _ 


FATHER UNWIN FOLLOWS THE ROLLS TO A 


THE GOOD 
LORD INSTRUCTED 
US TO USE QUR 


(VP ovon'T / JUST SEE 


SH 
ae 





USUAL WITHOUT 
A PASS BUTIN YOUR 
CASE... /0ON'T 
SEE ANY HARM. 


MR. MILLINGTON GO 
THROUGH OFFICER. 
/ WONDER IF 1 MIGHT, 
SEE H/M FORA 
MOMENT. 


WHAT D'YOU MEAN My 
CAR AND CHAUFFEUR HAVE 
OISAPPEARED ? EXPLAIN 
YOURSELF MAN { 


WELL, /T CAME 
IN: SIR GEORGE AND 
1T DIDN'T SO OUT AND 
THE PADRE HERE 
SAYS HE'S SOT IT. 









7 
WHY, [T'S UNWIN. YOU'RE A VERY (WHAT is THiS> > _ SORRY; GEORGE, 
( | o1DN'T Know DIFFICULT MAN WHATS THs 
YOU'0 JOINED TO SEE,GEORGE 
THE CHURCH. LOMAX. 











SoKe! mee OF > INVENTOR NEVERTO 
: : MUST STAY WITH MEF \LETITOUT OF MY 
—\_ THEY GOT HOLD OF IT... = 
wo 
a 







LiKE TOLOCK 


OEMONSTRATION. 








AT HOME THAT EVENING, AS FATHER NEXT DAY LIFE RETURNS 
UNWIN IS ABOUT TO SLIDE THE TO NORMAL... 
MINIMISER INTO HIS ALREAOY WELL- . 
FURNISHED 800K SHELVES... 


AE 


| | 
X ao 


UNTIL YOU CAN CONVINCE ME IT 

WILL BE USED ONLY FOR THE 

BENEFIT OF THE NATION, THE 
MINIMISER STAYS WITH ME. 





PAORE...BUTBEA \J 
GOOD FELLOW AND 
PUT MY CAR BACK 4 

BEFORE YOUGO. Z| 





THE INFERNAL THING —ON 
THE OTHER HAND, PERHAPS 


NOT LONGAFTER, ASTRANGER | Mf & '0 BETTER MAKE AN EFFORT. 
KNOCKS AT THE VICARAGE DOOR TO CONCEAL /T PROPERLY. FF} 


“'VE COME ABOUT 
THE GARDENER'S JOB. MRS. APPLEBY SHOWS THE 

I'VE JUST SEEN THE STRANGER TO THE STUOY.NO 
VICAR, HE SAYS I'M TO me SOONER HAS SHE LEFT...» 

WAIT IN HIS STUDY. 










* ZTDON'T KNOW 
ABOUT ANY GARDENER'S 
JOB... BUTIEFATHER | 

\C UNWIN SAID SO. 


BUT MRS. APPLEBY 
1S SUSPICIOUS... 


THE CHURCH, \\ 
SERGEANT ATKINS 
WOULD YOu 
HECK FOR ME? 





OH DON'T 
WORRY MRS. APPLEBY. 
1 DON'T THINK WELL 
FINO ANYTHING LS 

MISSING. 


Lust: 
 LEAVEIT 
70 ME MRS. 
. APPLEBY. 


TO SAY, 
VICAR, 











CONTINUED ON PAGE7 
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ge== MAN ON THE MOON COMPETITION = 


Name: 
Address: 








The answer is: ..........0....00.0.00. eee 


Post your entry to Man on the Moon Com- 
petition, Morley Adams Ltd., 46-47 Chancery 
Lane, London WC2. 


Seuunseeeseencnen 
Closing date: Wednesday, 


100 


TOUCHDOWN 
MIS = piys 


100 


MAN ON THE 
MOON RECORDS 
YOU WILL WIN 


BOTH PRIZES 
COUMOWN af ...... 





% 
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A PIECE OF 
SPACE HISTORY! 


VERYONE must remember that fantastic moment 
when Neil Armstrong put man's first footprint on the 
Moon. Each nerve-tingling minute of the history- 

making Apollo 11 mission is now recorded for posterity in 
this superb Kit. “Touchdown on the Moon" is made up of 
10 items that will help you re-live the epic 195-hour journey, 
including minute-by-minute flight plan, lunar charts, 
Saturn 5 specifications, etc. 

And that's not all. Solve the Linkword on the right and 
you can also win the super Philips record of ‘Man on the 
Moon". This great 45 rpm disc contains much of the actual 
Apollo 11 radio transmissions plus memorable speeches by 
Presidents Kennedy and Nixon. 

Don't miss your opportunity to own a once-only space 
‘Souvenir of an event that can never be repeated. 


INSTRUCTIONS 


Complete the linkword puzzle on the right by the usual 
method—solve the first clue and then the last letter of the 
first clue is the first letter of the second clue, and so on. 
When you have completed the entire puzzle, take the letter 
from each numbered box (with the heavy frame) and you 
will spell the surname of a famous man. Print this name 
in block letters after the words ‘“‘The answer is...” on 
the coupon, or write clearly on a postcard, not forgetting 
to include your name and address. 


COMPETITION RULES 


The first 100 correct entries will each receive one Touchdown on the 
Moon Kit and one Man on the Moon 45 rpm record. Entries will also 
be judged for neatness and any marked or illegible entries will be 
automatically disqualified. For readers not wishing to mutilate their 
copy, entries will be accepted clearly printed on postcards only. 
Entry is free for this competition which is open to all readers in the 
U.K. other than relatives or agents of employees of Polystyie Publi- 
cations Ltd. The editor's decision is final on matters concerning 
this competition. No correspondence can be entered into. Winners’ 
names will be available on request. 
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BUT OF COURSE FATHER UNWIN IS RIGHT... 


WHO ELSE 
COULD POSSIBLY KNOW 


THERE'S ONE WAY 
1 CAN FIND OUT. 


EARLY NEXT MORNING AS FATHER 
UNWIN PREPARES TO 60 ON HIS 
ROUNDS THE VICARAGE 
RECEIVES A VISITOR. 


AFTER A FEW HASTY PHONE 


CALLS FATHER PUTS A PLAN INTO FATHER UNWIN HASN 


ACTION..-AND THAT EVENING. -- NAIR Very FAR BEFORE 


SLE HOPE 
1M RIGHT AND: 


SOMEONE IS OUT 
Sine WATCHING 





MINUTES LATER EATER UNWIN JOINS 
T 5 
» w =: EXCELLENT; 


Mé'S JUST WELL EVERYONE 


KNOWS WHAT 
To DO. 


ade +++ANO UP IN THE BELFRY .. - 


LET'S GIVE 
Alta THE WHOLE 
REPERTO/RE.-« 


BUT WHEN FATHER UNWIN 1S SHOWN. 

INTO ONE OF THE RECEPTION ROOMS: 

AT LAMBETH PALACE A SURBRISE 
LLAWAITS HIM 


/F YOu ACCEPT 
TO WORK FOR US 


( you wil SIMPLY 


Pr, {T'S ALL RIGHT, 
FATHER, HIS GRACE HAS 
KINOLY ARRANGED THIS 
LITTLE MEETING 
FOR US. 


TO MAKE; FATHER « 


KNOW ME AS THE 
BISHOP. 


WE'VE INVESTIGATED 

YOUR RECORD IN 

OCCUPIED FRANCE, 
FATHER. 





IND TEL Hl {7 AROUND WITH MB... YOU 
Ne ho SHE Minn SeR re SEE | FOUND WITH THE AID OF A 


MIRROR (TCAN EVEN Al 
MIMIATURISE ITSELF. SEI AS PROMOTION OF 
COURSE... BUTI DO 
HOPE HE |SN'T GOING TO }| 
MOVE AWAY... THAT 
MUST BE HIM NOW, 


TIME | /_ WELL AS YOU'VE ACCEPTED, iis amar Cabin MEANWHILE AT THE VICARAGE MRS. APBLEBY |S READY 
FATHER... PERHAPS YOU WOULDN'T 7'VE BEEN CARRYING WITH WHAT SHE THINKS ISA CELEBRATION TEA 


WELL, FATHER...TELL 
ME THE GOOD NEWS. 


1'VE ACCEPTED A 
SPECIAL POSITION. « « 
BUT IT SHOULON'T MEAN 
MANY CHANGES TO 
OUR ROUTINE. 


On. 
ATLEAST A SMALL AID TO BETTER 
1 SINCERELY RECEPTION FROM CERTAIN \y 
PTY QuarTERS) MRS. APPLEBY, 
AND NOW 1 HAVE A FEW 
THINGS TO SORT OUT 


IN MY STUDY. 
mes OUT YOU COME, ADAM. 


y iD 

AND SO A WEEK LATER ADAM HAS GARDENER INDEED HES 10 BETTER GET YOU AN 
SETTLED INTO THE ROUTINE OF YES, / CAN SPENT MORE TIME IN THAT = Ee BASS lees 

i — OND CLBAB ) \ GARAGE THAN WEEDING GOING TO SAY ABOUT ME EMPLOYING 


A 
WO CLEAR. THE MAN WHO TIED HER UP 
1 DON'T KNO! 


BUT THEN, FROM 
THE GARAGE w+ 


7 WELL , THERE 
SHE IS, FATHER. 
WHAT DO YOU 

- THINK ? 


7 SUPPOSE ONE 
CAN SAY THAT WE ARE 
1 CAN ONLY SAY LF NOW ever eener 
SS ONE THING ADAM.IT'S Secce 
NOTHING SHORT OF A -_. 
MIRACLE- 
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MDM UREA NNN IO cease cc paca cetera ano aot ne teased 





MLLER CAN 
¥ AS THE 

jTON THEIR 
JON ! 
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N August 3, 1965, highway inspector Rex Heflin took three 
photographs of a flying object near Santa Ana, California. 
The co-publisher of The Santa Ana Register saw copies of 
the Polaroid prints in a drugstore and started a search for Mr. 


Heflin. 


In a signed statement the chief photographer of the Register, 
Clay Miller, says: “After many telephone calls and several days 
we ran down Hefin and encouraged him to bring the original photos 


into the office. To me the photos 
looked clear, with all parts of the 
picture in focus—trom the window 
and mirror to the UFO and then 
farther on down the road to the 
cars.” 

Mr. Miller ended his statement: 
“Under much questioning Heflin 
gave the same answers and said 
he really did see the UFO and did 
take a picture of it. He did not 
seem to want to dodge any issue 
that was brought up and had a 
complete answer for each ques- 
tion. In my opinion he appeared 
to be a sincere, honest person. 
As far as | could tell, the photos 
were authentic and had not been 
altered in any way whatsoever.” 


ENTER NICAP 


The case was first investigated 
by two members of the National 
Investigations Committee on Aer- 
jal Phenomena. (NICAP is a pri- 
vate, non-profit organisation 
which checks UFO reports.) Ed 
Evers and John Gray, aerospace 
engineers at North American 
Aviation Company, were dis- 
patched by NICAP when the 
story reached the national press, 
about a month after the sighting. 
They got a four-page statement 
from Rex Heflin and then started 
checking the details, 

They questioned the superin- 
tendent of traffic control in Santa 
Ana, a Mr. Kimmel. He had heard 
the radio interference that Mr. 
Heflin encountered during the 
sighting. The lorry had been 
taken into the shop to have the 


radio checked—it was found to 
be in perfect working order. 
Investigator Evers asked Mr. 
Heflin if he could borrow the 
original Polaroid prints. Mr. Heflin 
replied, “If ! had the prints NICAP 
would be welcome to borrow 
them. Unfortunately NORAD 
(North American Air Defence) 
has them and I'm not sure when 
they will be returned. | have no 
idea who the person was that bor- 
rowed them, so | will have to trust 
to his honesty to return them. He 
did state that he was from the 
North American Defence Com- 
mand G-2 and he displayed a 


We continue our look into the history of unidentified flying objects. 
This week, an examination of the Santa Ana sighting of 1965 which 


was described in issue number one. 


folder containing various coloured 
credentials." What happened to 
the original photographs is a 
mystery: NORAD denied any 
knowledge of their whereabouts. 


MYSTERY MEN 


A year and a half later, in Jan- 
uary, 1967, Colonel George Free- 
man, the Pentagon spokesman 
for Project Blue Book, revealed 
that the U.S. Air Force was quite 
annoyed at the mystery men pos- 
ing as officials in order to make off 
with UFO evidence. He cited the 
case of the NORAD “official” who 


a ow ca 


took Mr. Heflin's photos and a 
similar case in February, 1960— 
Mr. Joe Perry, of Grand Blanc, 
Michigan, was visited by two men, 
posing as FBI agents, who con- 
fiscated his UFO photographs. 
Colonel Freeman denied that these 
incidents were connected with 
Project Blue Book investigations 
and was quoted as saying: “We 
haven't been able to find out any- 
thing about these men. We would 
sure like to catch one.” 

The Air Force started its Santa 
Ana investigation on September 
23, 1965. Capt. C. F. Reichmuth of 
the Space Systems Division in 


Los Angeles questioned Mr. 
Heflin in his office for three and 
a half hours. 


AIR FORCE 
EVALUATION 


The official evaluation, based on 
enlargements made from copies 
of the original prints, was released 
by the Air Force Office of Infor- 
mation in Washington, D.C.: "The 
camera was probably focused on 
a set distance and not on infinity 
as the terrain background was 
blurred in all three photographs. 
The centre white stripe on the 
road and the object appeared to 
have the same sharp image. 
Therefore, it is believed that the 
object was on the same plane as 
the centre white stripe (or closer) 
to the camera and could not pos- 
sibly be the size reported (30 feet]. 
Using the width of the road as a 
factor, the size of the object was 
estimated to be approximately one 
to three feet in diameter and 15 to 
20 feet above the ground.” 

The implication is that the Air 
Force thought the sighting was a 
hoax, namely that the object was 
a one-to-three-foot model of a 
“flying sauce: This evaluation 
has been criticised by NICAP on 
several counts. 

First, the background is not 
blurred but quite sharp, just as 
described by chief photographer 
Miller of The Register. The 
extremely tiny lens opening of the 
Polaroid Model 101 camera (f:42) 
makes it very difficult to take an 
out-of-focus picture, 


2. Taken through 
the right front window, looking 
cast. 


Second, the white stripe on the 
road runs from the foreground into 
the far distance and so can hardly 
be used as a gauge of nearness 
to the camera. 


NO SHADOW 


The third, and most critical, 
point is that the object casts no 
shadow on the road beneath, even 
though the shadow of a nearby 
utility pole is clearly visible at the 
bottom of the picture (this was 
not included in the copy printed 
in Countdown Issue No. 1). 
Knowing the position of the sun 


and the angular width of the 
vehicle, the NICAP investigators 
were able to show that if it had a 
diameter anywhere in the range 
from 10:5 inches to six feet, it 
would have cast a shadow on 
some part of the visible road sur- 
face. (The smaller diameter cor- 
responds to a height of 8 feet and 
a distance of 21 feet; the six-foot 
diameter would mean a height of 
29 feet and a distance of 143 feet.) 

They concluded that the flying 
object was smaller than 10-5 
inches across or bigger than six 
feet. Thus the Air Force estimate 
of “one to thee feet in diameter" 


was proved to be wrong but the 
question of whether or not the 
object was a model! was left 
unanswered. 


THE CONDON REPORT 


The first major official study of 
the UFO problem was made by the 
University of Colorado under con- 
tract to the U.S. Air Force. The 
final report, called the Condon 
Report, after Project Director Dr. 
Edward U. Condon, was released 
in January, 1969 and reached this 
conclusion about the Santa Ana 
UFO: “The case must remain in- 
conclusive. Although the authen- 
ticity of the UFO in this case is 
still open to question ... this case 
is still held to be of exceptional 
interest because it is so well 
documented." 


A HOAX? 


Was it a_ cleverly-designed 
model thrown in the air by an 
accomplice? This would have 
required much patience and plan- 
ning to achieve three convincing 
photographs. 

Or was it a 30-foot domed metal 
vehicle surrounded by a ring of 
black vapour which was left 
behind when the craft climbed 
rapidly out of sight? 

We will leave it to the reader to 
decide, 


Next week: an Air Force pilot is 
killed when his F-51 crashes during 
a UFO chase. 








COUMMMOWN RESUMES NEXT WEEK! 





